


ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 












In 1978, Yukon’s electoral districts were increased to 16, 
seven districts within the city of Whitehorse and nine 
outside the capital. The districts and the communities they 
represent are listed below. 


Old Crow - Old Crow 
Klondike - Dawson Cit 
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First wholly elected Yukon Territorial Council - 1909 


HISTORY OF ASSEMBLY AND CABINET 


Yukon became a Territory of Canada with the passage of the 
Yukon Act in 1898. By 1909, Yukon had its first wholly 
elected council with a Speaker chosen by the members. 


The Territorial Council officially changed its name to the 
Yukon Legislative Assembly in 1974. 


The first Executive Commmittee was established in 1970, 
comprised of two elected members of Council and three 
federal appointees including the Commissioner and two 
Deputy Commissioners. This body gradually evolved over 
the decade until, in 1979, it was renamed Executive Council 
or Cabinet and is now made up solely of elected members of 
the Assembly. The Commissioner’s role is now largely that 
of a Lieutenant-Governor. 


SITTING HOURS 
Monday & Wednesday 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
7:30: p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 


Tuesday & Thursday 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 


NOTE TO VISITORS 


Visitors do not participate in any way in the proceedings of 
the Assembly. However, visitors to the chamber during a 
session of the Legislative Assembly should rise when the 
Speaker enters the House and for the reading of prayers. 
Loud conversation, smoking, and the use of a camera are not 
permitted in the Public Gallery. 
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aistative Assembly is comprised of 16 elected 
members. In the Assemb 






y, the members, or M.L.A.s, are 
seated on either the Government cr Opposition side of the 
chamber. 


Members of the party in power are led by the Government 
Leader and are seated to the right of the Speaker’s chair. 


Those M.L.A.s who are chosen by the Government Leader 
to be Cabinet Ministers are seated in the front row of the 
Government side of the chamber. Cabinet is the executive 
arm of government and has functions similar to those of a 
provincial cabinet. Each Minister is responsible for a 
particuiar department or departments of government as 
assigned by the Government Leader. Seated behind the 
Cabinet are the Government back-benchers, members of the 
majority party who are not in the Cabinet. 


Independent members and members of the political parties 
forming the minority are called the Opposition and they sit 
to the left of the Speaker. The Official Opposition is the 
party in the House with the second largest number of 
M.L.A.s and it is led by the Leader of the Official 
Opposition. 





Present Speaker the Hon. First Speaker of the Yukon 
Donald Taylor (Watson Territorial Council - the 
Lake). Hon. Robert Lowe - 1909. 


THE SPEAKER 


The Speaker is the representative of the Assembly in its 
relations with authorities and persons outside the House. 
Both he and the Deputy Speaker are elected to their 
positions by the members of the Assembly. 


The Speaker presides over debates of the Assembly and 
enforces the observance of all rules for preserving order in 
the proceedings of the House. He must attempt at all times 
to maintain the utmost impartiality and, therefore, does not 
take part in debate. 


When the House is in Committee of the Whole, the Speaker 
is not in the Chair. In this case the presiding officer is the 


Deputy Speaker or Chairman, who conducts the proceedings 
from the Clerk’s Table. 


THE CLERK 


The Clerk, and Clerk Assistant, sit at the Clerk’s Table 
below the Speaker’s chair. The Clerk advises the Speaker 
and members on all procedural matters and is the chief 
administrator for the Assembly. 





THE MACE 


The Mace is the symbol of royal authority. When the 
Legislature is in session the Mace is placed on the Table. 
When in Committee of the Whole, with the Speaker out of 
the Chair, the Mace rests on the brackets beneath the 
Table. Without the presence of the Mace the Assembly is 
not constituted and no proceedings can take place. 


SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 


The Mace is borne by the 
Sergeant-at-Arms who escorts 
the Speaker upon entering and 
leaving the chamber. 


Sergeant-at-Arms 
G.I. Cameron. 


The Sergeant-at-Arms sits in the House and is available at 
all times to enforce, if need be, the orders of the Speaker. 





LEGISLATION 


Each bill introduced in the House must receive three 
separate readings before it is passed. First Reading is the 
formal stage which occurs at the same time the bill is 
introduced into the House. At Second Reading only the 
principle of the bill may be debated. After Second Reading 
the bill is automatically referred to Committee of the Whole 
for detailed debate and amendment. After the Committee 
has reported the bill, it receives Third Reading in the House 
and is passed. It then receives assent by the Commissioner 
acting as Lieutenant-Governor and the bill becomes law. 





Members’ Lounge: This room provides a place for members to 
relax and hold informal meetings. 





THE GALLERY 


The Gallery: At floor level, behind the Bar of the House, are 
desks for witnesses. Hansard Reporters record proceedings 
from part of the right front row; the remainder is for guests of 
the Speaker. The left front row is for members of the Press. 
There is also a press room above the Public Gallery. Remaining 
seats are for the general public. 


THE ORDER PAPER 


The Order Paper is divided into two parts. The first part is 
called the Daily Routine and includes those articles which 
the Assembly undertakes every day. These, for example, 
include Oral Question Period, Notices of Motion and 
Ministerial Statements. 


The second part of the Order Paper is called the Orders of 
the Day which is the agenda for the proceedings of the 
House. This provides a daily record of bills, their stage of 
debate and motions which remain to be discussed. 


HANSARD 


The debates of the Assembly, including the proceedings in 
Committee of the Whole, are recorded in a daily publication 
called Hansard. The official minutes are recorded daily! in 
the Votes and Proceedings. 


